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•uwtcTi Possible Dissolution of the Japanese House of Representatives. 



r Wltb the opening of the ordinary session of the National Diet on 1 
Deoeotber 10, political eotlvity is beoomiag Increasingly brisk, while I 
auoh activity is normal in Japan at this season of the peer, several 
reoent events have heightened partisan maneuvering and give promise of 
effeoting the political situation for some time to oome. The split in 
the Sooiellat Party and the resultant deorease of that party's prestige 
and influence Is exerting a considerable effect on the overall politi- 
oal scene as other parties maneuver to attract sizeable segments of the 
Sooiellat following. The negotiations between the Peoples Demooratio 
; DP) and certain "splinter" groups with regard to the possible 
expansion of the POP or the oreetion 6f a new politioal grouping is 
being watohed with keen interest by all political figures. 

Nevertheless, while both these factors hsve provided added impetus 
to the ouiokening p litioel soene, of^wven greater importance have been 
the recent difficulties suddenly confronting the Administration end the 
Liberal Party. While these difficulties had their beginning in the 
rioe decontrol flssoo resulting from unmistakable blundering on the 
part of the Government, of greater political significance was the in- 
ability of the Government to control the House of Oounoillors during 
the reoent extraordinary Diet session. The difficulties encountered 
there proved not only embaffcsslng to the Administration but advanta- 
geous: to the Opposition. , -The auooeaa of the latter In defeating the 
Government on the personnel retrenchment issue demonstrated the power 
of the. Upper ' ouae CpJMJsItioB when united in common ceuse. In spite of 
the considers -e preeetBFe’ exerted by the Government foroes, the Opposi- 
tion refused to budge,.- thMjbs by forcing the Government to extend the 
session twioe in s fufcilb effort to obtain some suitable compromise. 

The final speotaole .&-$h<£&rime Minister compelled to aooede to the 
wetered-down o orapromi$| in spite of his previous vehement objec- 
tions was thoroughly d|Q8ywar by all the opposition politicians and 
even produoed some giwtBb^attuaement emong oertein Liberals themselves. 

'*** , ■ • 

Since the/personpel retrenchment issue was basically unpopular to 
many Diet members regardless of their politioal affiliations, the auc- 
oaas of the Opposition in this instance should not be overemphasized. 
Many Liberal Diet members passively encouraged the Opposition and were I 
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' Iprivately pleased over the final vesult. These reoeat dlffioultieS 
I (of the Yoshlda Administration have, however, brought to the tore re- 
,'newed speculation regarding possible dissolution of the House of 
'Representatives and the calling of a general eleotion. Many politi- 
* clans, Including sons high-ranking members of the liberal Party, 
believe suoh an eleotion (.Would bo held next spring efter the effec- 
tive date of the shoe . roatj . It is generally admitted that the 
prestige of the Government has declined considerably since the hlgb 
water mark reached during the Jan Francisco Conference, Furthermore, 
It • has been the f eeling r-f many political observers that the Prime 
, Ittnls ter would be willing to stop down after the return of eover- 
- eighty to J apan . Additionally, a large number of depurgees must 
first gain Diet seats before they can re-enter politioel life on an 
vivnctive scale. Over end /bove t'ese factor's, however, Is the wlde- 
-vlgread feeling that the conclusion of the Peace and Security Treaties 
:^^Bfarka a milestone In Japan's post-war history and that a national 
: i(;|8l«i'ctlon shoald be held soon to gain a new mandate from the people. 

Invispite. of these arguments, however, thn,-Prime Minister on 
;(iyOb^^er - 3 -authorized Liberal Chief vleoretaryafoAijjODA to announce tliatV 



I f j sy|ti^Beverj!UBent : has no. intention of dissolving /the Lower House until • 
: ^^iEiS 3 ^iroti;bn. date in J.ahuory 1953 , As explanation for this' policy* 
.*•: v^sudii:. stated^ ;the Government ' felt responsibility for. doping with. ; / 




June on the grounds that It/// 



’^““"‘iteyOhd; phe next ^.eleotc’. on .. extremely unlikely. . Thera appears.' 

^•little dqufifeithat'Ypulii ;: Is def-lrous "it transferring thd C 

t(i;.^dhlro^nTOY,u': ,<hcn add if he retires p .•'thet/b^'.. U 

of • -the .letter'/-.- 'H;i 

f>^n: v^ ; th’^ ge lent J une, Hstbyara iiea 

: . liio i>iJn >0 1 ov/ o , Or! ginsl r epbrts : to -t^dVbf f ^ctiithoat 

m'dft re.o o yer within t hr e e months, hove been replaced with varying 
-<^proiWuho.eme’nts l!ff ortu' of t hi- drafting offioer, whose last eobver- - 
MM |with ^t^an^ ^podured on the day of his stroke, to ^':lhterd;ew C’ ' 

rebuffed on the grounds, .that he is seeing' no- . 
o n ';x4oo^.9k/-hrbbdW :e . Close friends, end. .relatives' Insist 
P^ysibsiJ Yeppes^anoe ls ; excellent, /but thatshe&biss soma •dif-,?; 



> eiiSL* //Whether Hbtbyeme. will be phyBioelly ' ebla'/tb . 

hoi»^ri^h^^lp^:,f bilOTdM' of 
■ meet^ ;eveiy . Tuesday to ; prepare .fcr/^eiiv own Cabinet 



y. V' ' >; - v ’ 7 •' 

* K . iVi* VV'V • . . r • . 



CONFIDENTIAL SBC 



■INFO RMATION 






: ;y o/ y ■ ■? . 
>y.. .-.0r;. ■' •' • // - • 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Secur($"fe~ 



Tokyo's despe*";h No« 
90 2 of 12/14/51. 



• >1160 the proper time comes" and that Eatoyama himself expeots to I 
make a public statement In January. The press has also recently 
reported a long interview between the Prime Minister and Bamboku ONO, 
who is generally considered the leader of the Hatoyema faction within 
the Liberal Party, a meeting which may be significant In view of the 
Prime Minister's previous reluotanoe to see Ono v In this oonneotion 
it should be noted that the influence of Kozen A EIROKAffA , Liberal 
Chairman of the Executive Board and leader of the anti-Hatoyema fac- 
tion, has waned considerably during the pest six months. There seems 
to be little possibility that he end his group will be able to regain 
their former close poeltlon around Yoshlda. The back stage maneuver- 
ing by the Eatoyame -action haa been very effective in markedly re- 
ducing the influence of this group in the making of party polioy. 

I If Eetoyama's physical condition does not permit his assumption 
I of the presidency of the Liberal Party, some political observers 
believe that Tak»tora g OQATA . recent depur gee, may well be Yoshlda '8 
sucoeasor. For many years the chief editor of the pre-war As a hi 
Shlmbun and rated hy the late Hugh ETAS, veteran New York Times 
correspondent, as the ablest editor in Japan, Mr. Ogata possesses a 
favorable background as a replacement for Yoshlda. During the war 
Ogata was Minis tar V/ithout Portfolio in both the Eblso-Yonal Cabinet 
(July 22, 1944-Aprll 7, 1945) and the Higashikuni Cabinet (August 17, 
1945-Ootober 9* 1945); also serving as "resident of the Imperial 
Rule Assistance Association Youth Corps and ^resident of the Govern- 
ment Board of Information during the last days of the war. In a 
long conversation with him at the home of the drafting officer, Ogata 
indicated that he was an admirer of Eatoyama, but that ha had serious 
doubts whether Eatoyama would be physioelly able to return to politi- 
cal life, fie declared that Yoshlda desired by all means to turn over 
the party reins to Eatoyama when he retired. In Ogata's opinion tha 
Government should osll for a national eleotion next spring before the 
tide of public opinion turns too much against tha Administration. 

Ogata was openly erltioal of most of the present Japanese politicians, 
terming them "seoond raters" who have little or no ability. 

In physio al appearanoe Ogata is a large man of rather impressive 
bearing, v/hlle sparing In words, he listens intently to dlsouasions 
around him. He appears to be in vigorous health and anxious to re- 
turn to politloa; in his sincerity and frankness he is reminiscent 
of Retoyama. 

From the standpoint of Prime Minister Yoshlda, Ogata's back- 
ground is such as to make him a atrong candidate in the event that 
Eatoyama is physically unable to re-enter politics. Though he was a 
State Minister in the Koiao-Yonai Government, he was not a prominent 
member of the Cabinet. He was known to be oool toward General TOJO 
and the militarists. His inclusion in the Higashikuni Cabinet stamps 
him as a middle-of-the-roader untainted with blatant militarism or 
iltranatlonelism. Further, it is well-known that he wes appointed | 
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1-bresldsnt of the Board of' Information In an effort to quiet publlo 
fostlveneas over the diatorted and unrealistic war information state- 
manta pat oat heretofore by that bureau. Ogata himself laughingly • 
termed it the "Board of Misinformation". Above ell, through hia 
purge as an offieer of the Imperial Buie Assistance Assoolotion Touth 
Corps, Ogata has been aloof from the faotional maneuverings within 
■ the Liberal Party and thereby offers strong possibilities os a oandi- 
/date who would be aoeeptable to the various oonfllotlng groups within 
| the party. Finally, he oannot be held responsible for any sots of 
( thg ^roaont Administration taken at the prodding of the oooupation. 



Regardless of the Prime Minister's assurances that he has no 
intention of dissolving the House of Representatives, it is epparent 
• that the present Administration is more than a little tired and aware 
that It has lost some of its lustre. The difficulties it encountered 
in the last Diet session are not likely to be mitigated during the 
ordinary session which has just begun. Rether, the Opposition is 
planning an all-out campaign to unseat the Yoahlda Government. Some 
of the bills scheduled to be submitted are of vital importance aa 
budgetary and legislative measures essential to the implementation 
of the peaoe settlement. ‘ These inolude the Organizations Control 
Bill, the Anti -General Strike Bill, Anti -Monopoly Law and Trade Asso- 
ciations Law Revision Bills, as wall as those for repaying foreign 
debts, reparations projects and indemnification of Allied war losses. 



The announcement of Liberal Chisf Secretary Maauda has not 
materially quieted the speculation regarding Diet dissolution. Prac- 
tical politicians point out that even if the Government planned to 
dissolve the Lower Honed, it eoul&not openly disclose its intentions 
until the time was ripe. Otherwise, the entire politioal situation 
would be thrown into confusion with irreparable damage to the present 
Administration. These observers believe that the Yoahlda Government 
will have a good ohanoe to-wln a. ; gensral eleotlon next spring, though 
perhaps with not the a am* overwhelming majority as at present. In 
their opinion this does moan that tbs eleotorate as a whole posi- 
tively supports the Libefv'Fgrty, but that the objeotlve situation 
at that time will still be' favorable to the Government due ohiefly 
to the lack of a Strong opjibsfibien. Whether the same situation will 
prevail a year from now la debatable. 

V.'hlle it is diffloult to prediot the outoome of the present 
political situation, indications are that as of now Toshiba does not 
wish to oell for a national eleotlon immediately after the effective 
date of the Peaoe Treaty. The events of the next few weeks, however, 
in particular the suoooss of the Government's legislative program in 
the Diet, may well be the deolslve faotor. If further Diet diffi- 
culties are enoountered, it may foroe Yoahlda to oall for a general 
election in the hope that tho Liberal Perty has little to lose in 

? lew of the weak opposition parties and everything to gain. Other i 
aotors involved in suoh a deoisioa ere, however, the personal plane 
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S? tosldda and: tha physloa! condition of Eatoyana. The return of 
the 14ttar to aotire polltlaa In the naar fat ora nay presage tha and 
of tba praaant Administration, wbereaa his continued illness may bs 
instrumental in persuading Toahida to try to oontinua in power until 
January 19 J3. 

■■ Tor tha Politioal Adviser: 
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